
 
 
 

Drug Formulary Update, October 2011 
 
Updates to the HealthPartners Drug Formularies are listed below.   
Updates for the Commercial Drug Formularies and the Minnesota Health Care Programs (Medicaid and 
Minnesota Care) Drug Formulary are listed first, and then changes for the Medicare Drug Formulary. 
 

Commercial and Minnesota Health Care Programs 

Changes start October 1, and apply to all three formularies (PreferredRx, GenericsPlusRx, and HealthPartners 
Minnesota Health Care Programs (Medicaid and Minnesota Care).  Any exceptions are noted below.   

Medication Status Notes 
Abiraterone (Zytiga) PA Zytiga is a specialty medication for prostate cancer. 
Activella generic F Activella (estradiol/ norethindrone) generic is a hormone replacement 

medication. 
This generic is formulary for PreferredRx, and non-formulary for 
GenericsPlusRx and State Programs. 

Betamethasone foam 
(Luxiq) 

NF This foamy steroid for scalp dermatitis has been removed from the 
formulary, and prior authorization is required for all uses (non-formulary, 
with prior authorization).  Lotions are effective and less costly.  All 
patients currently using Luxiq have been grandfathered (allowed to 
continue therapy). 

Boceprevir (Victrelis) PA Victrelis (and Incivek) are specialty medications for hepatitis C.  Both are 
reserved for prescribing by specialists using response guided therapy. 

Cefadroxil (generic 
Duricef) 

F Cefadroxil is a low-cost generic antibiotic. 

Clonidine ER (Kapvay 
ER) 

PA Kapvay ER is reserved for patients with ADHD who have tried and failed 
standard therapies such as methylphenidate or Adderall. 

Kapvay ER is prior authorization for PreferredRx, non-formulary for 
GenericsPlusRx, and prior authorization for State Programs. 

Clonidine XR 
(Nexiclon XR) 

NF Nexiclon XR remains non-formulary.  There is little need for this blood 
pressure medication, and it is more costly 

Complera  F Complera (emtricitabine/ tenofovir/ rilpivirine) is a new HIV medication. 
Exforge (valsartan/ 

amlodipine), and 
Exforge HCT 

ST These hypertension medications are reserved after generic ACE-inhibitors or 
losartan.   

Exforge and Exforge HCT are step-therapy for PreferredRx, step-therapy for 
GenericsPlusRx, and non-formulary for State Programs. 

Fidaxomicin (Dificid) 
 

PA Fidaxomicin is reserved for patients with Clostridium difficile-associated 
diarrhea and an inadequate response to metronidazole and vancomycin. 

Gabapentin ER 
(Horizant) 

NF Horizant remains non-formulary.  There is little clinical need for this 
medication for restless legs, and it is more costly. 

Linagliptin (Tradjenta) NF Tradjenta remains non-formulary.  Significant clinical advantages of this 
DPP-4 inhibitor medication for diabetes have not been shown. 

NF, non-formulary F, on formulary PA, prior authorization ST, step-therapy  QL, Quantity Limit  
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NF, non-formulary F, on formulary PA, prior authorization ST, step-therapy  QL, Quantity Limit 

Medication Status Notes 
Peginterferon 

(Sylatron) 
F Sylatron is a pegylated interferon, given SQ for melanoma. Sylatron is a 

specialty medication. 
Rilpivirine (Edurant) F Edurant is a new HIV medication. 
Rivaroxaban (Xarelto) NF Xarelto remains non-formulary.  Xarelto is an anticoagulant used to prevent 

DVT following hip and knee replacement surgery.  Significant clinical 
advantages over current therapies such as warfarin have not been shown, 
and there are safety questions about the reversal of bleeding effects. 

Roflumilast (Daliresp) PA Daliresp is an oral medication, reserved for patients with severe COPD 
associated with chronic bronchitis, and an inadequate response to standard 
triple therapy. 

Severe COPD is defined as an FEV1 < 50% of predicted.   
Chronic bronchitis is defined as the presence of cough and sputum 

production for at least 3 months in each of two consecutive years. 
Standard therapy consists of long-acting beta-agonists, anticholinergics, and 

inhaled steroids. 
Simvastatin 40mg QL A quantity limit will be added for new patients, starting on December 1 2011. 

Simvastatin 40mg will be limited to less than two tablets daily. 
All patients currently using higher quantities have been grandfathered 

(allowed to continue therapy). 
Simvastatin 80mg PA Prior authorization will be added for new patients, starting December 1 2011. 

Simvastatin 80mg will be reserved for patients who have been taking this 
dose for 12 months or more without evidence of muscle toxicity. 

All patients currently using this 80mg dose have been grandfathered. 
Telaprevir (Incivek) PA Incivek (and Victrelis) are new specialty medications for hepatitis C.  Both 

are reserved for prescribing by specialists using response guided therapy. 
Vandetanib (Caprelsa) F Caprelsa is an oral specialty medication for thyroid cancer.  
Venlafaxine (all forms) F Step-therapy has been removed.  Generic Effexor XR capsules are the least 

costly and the preferred form of venlafaxine ($27, versus $143 for 
venlafaxine ER tablets and $52 for immediate-release tablets). 

Vilazodone (Viibryd) NF Viibryd remains non-formulary.  Clinical advantages of this new 
antidepressant have not been shown, and vilazodone is more costly. 

 
 

Medicare Changes 

These changes start October 1 2011 for the Medicare Drug Formulary.   
Medication Status Notes 

Activella generic T1 Activella (estradiol/ norethindrone) generic is a hormone replacement 
medication. 

Boceprevir (Victrelis) T4 PA Victrelis (and Incivek) are new oral medications for hepatitis C.  Both are 
reserved for prescribing by specialists using response guided therapy. 

Cefadroxil (generic 
Duricef) 

T1 Cefadroxil is a low-cost generic antibiotic. 

For Medicare:  T1, covered generic T2, covered Brand T3, covered Brand T4, specialty  
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NF, non-formulary F, on formulary PA, prior authorization ST, step-therapy  QL, Quantity Limit 

Medication Status Notes 
Clonidine XR 

(Nexiclon XR) 
NF Nexiclon XR remains non-formulary.  There is little need for this blood 

pressure medication, and it is more costly. 
Complera 

(emtricitabine/ 
tenofovir/ rilpivirine) 

T4 Complera is a new triple therapy for HIV. 

Fidaxomicin (Dificid) T2 PA Fidaxomicin is reserved for patients with Clostridium difficile-associated 
diarrhea and an inadequate response to metronidazole and vancomycin. 

Gabapentin ER 
(Horizant) 

NF Horizant remains non-formulary.  There is little clinical need for this 
medication for restless legs, and it is more costly. 

Linagliptin (Tradjenta) NF Tradjenta remains non-formulary.  Significant clinical advantages of this 
DPP-4 inhibitor medication for diabetes have not been shown. 

Peginterferon 
(Sylatron) 

T4 Sylatron is a pegylated interferon, given SQ for melanoma. 

Rivaroxaban (Xarelto) NF Xarelto remains non-formulary.  Xarelto is an anticoagulant used to prevent 
DVT following hip and knee replacement surgery. 

Roflumilast (Daliresp) T2 PA Daliresp is an oral medication, reserved for patients with severe COPD 
associated with chronic bronchitis, and an inadequate response to 
standard therapy. 

Severe COPD is defined as an FEV1 < 50% of predicted.   
Chronic bronchitis is defined as the presence of cough and sputum 

production for at least 3 months in each of two consecutive years. 
Telaprevir (Incivek) T4 PA Incivek (and Victrelis) are new oral medications for hepatitis C.  Both are 

reserved for prescribing by specialists using response guided therapy. 
Vandetanib (Caprelsa) T4 Caprelsa is an oral therapy for thyroid cancer. 
Venlafaxine (all forms) T1 Step-therapy has been removed.  Generic Effexor XR capsules are the least 

costly and preferred ($27, versus $143 for venlafaxine ER tablets and $52 
for immediate-release tablets). 

Vilazodone (Viibryd) NF Viibryd remains non-formulary.  Clinical advantages of this new 
antidepressant have not been shown, and vilazodone is more costly. 

 
 

Formulary Information and Requests  

Formulary Information is available at HealthPartners.com/ Provider/ Pharmacy Services, including the Drug 
Formularies. 
Pharmacy Customer Service is available to providers (physicians and pharmacies) from 8AM - 6PM CST, 
Monday through Friday. After hours calls are answered by our Pharmacy Benefit Manager. 
• Fax - 952-853-8700 or 1-888-883-5434.   Telephone - 952-883-5813 or 1-800-492-7259. 
• Mail - HealthPartners Pharmacy Services, 8170 33rd Avenue S, PO Box 1309, Mpls, MN 55440. 

For Medicare:  T1, covered generic T2, covered Brand T3, covered Brand T4, specialty  

http://www.healthpartners.com/portal/p104.html?skin=provider
http://www.healthpartners.com/formulary
http://www.healthpartners.com/formulary

