
Get to know our 
APEX students

Mandy Christensen-Geraci  

Meghan Romanowski 

Full Program Name: Doctor of Nursing Practice: Adult-Gerontology 
Acute Care Nurse Practitioner, Winona State University 

Brief Background: I obtained my BSN from Viterbo University 
in La Crosse, WI in 2011. I began my nursing career on a 
Surgical/Abdominal/ENT unit and transitioned to travel nursing after 
about a year of practice. I decided to make a change in nursing 
practice and began working on a Postpartum unit and eventually 
within Labor and Delivery.  I liked the acuity we saw in our patient 
population but felt something was missing, therefore I once again 
decided on a career change to ICU which ultimately led me to 
pursue a post-baccalaureate degree! 

Why You are Pursuing Your Advanced Degree: I'm pursuing my 
advanced degree so I can make a bigger impact within my 
community and beyond. I want to use my graduate degree and newly 
learned skills to continue participating in medical missions and help 
as many people as I can! 

Full Program Name: University of Minnesota Doctorate of Nurse 
Practitioner Program – Family Practice 

Brief Background: I graduated from the University of Iowa with my 
nursing degree and began my nursing career on a cardiology step 
down unit. I then transitioned to intensive care and I worked in a 
surgical and neurological intensive care unit. 

Why You are Pursuing Your Advanced Degree: I absolutely loved 
my job, but I began to notice how many people in my unit were sick 
with preventable conditions. This inspired me to want to go back to 
school to become a nurse practitioner and work in primary care to 
prevent patients from getting so sick. 

HealthPartners is committed to establishing a best-in-class clinical education 
environment for physician assistant and nurse practitioner students. This January, 
our first Advanced Practice Education eXperience (APEX) cohort launched! Learn 
more about the students involved in the inaugural cohort below.
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Alli Sitzmann   

Full Program Name: Saint Catherine University Master of Physician 
Assistant Studies 

Brief Background: Prior to this program, I received a bachelors 
degree in both psychology/biology and in criminology from Iowa 
State University. I always knew that I wanted to pursue medicine, 
but I hadn’t decided exactly which field. So, I became a mental health 
practitioner and worked as a behavior therapist while I figured it out.

Why You are Pursuing Your Advanced Degree: As I learned more 
about PA’s, I was drawn to this career because it combines everything 
I am passionate about. This includes my dedication to lifelong 
learning, desire to help others, drive to improve access to healthcare, 
and interest in versatility. I am looking forward to practicing a 
team-based approach in providing quality healthcare to my patients 
through compassion, enthusiasm, and clinical excellence.

Jessi Swentik 

Full Program Name: St. Catherine University, Doctor of Nursing 
Practice Program: Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 

Brief Background: RN in various settings since 2005. Most recently 
Emergency department RN at United. I received by ADN in nursing 
from RCTC (Rochester community and technical college) in 2005, 
and my BSN from Metro State University in 2012.

Why You are Pursuing Your Advanced Degree: I am pursuing my 
Advanced Practice degree because I’d like to create an experience of 
health promotion and illness prevention all while creating meaningful 
connections and relationships with children and their families.


