June 2022

From the Office of Health Professional Education
June is a busy time for our program leaders as they
work hard to plan graduations. It is a time for our graduating
fellows and residents to celebrate their accomplishments with
fellow graduates, faculty and program leaders. This year’s
graduates deserve an extra shout out for their resiliency
through the last two years due to the pandemic. We will
provide glimpses of these celebrations and recognize
graduates in the upcoming newsletter.
In addition to graduation, this is the time we also welcome
new colleagues into our organization. We will continue to share
information about matched residents and fellows to our various
programs. This year’s orientation will be in person – and we are excited for
our first in-person orientation in two years! See below for orientation
dates.

Upcoming Events
2022 New Sponsored/Employed Residents and Fellows Orientation dates
6/20/2022: Dental Residents, Family Med – RTT Residents, Foot & Ankle Residents
6/28/2022: Emergency Medicine Residents, Emergency Medicine PA Residents, Occupational Medicine Residents
8/1/2022: APC-Hospital Medicine Fellows, APC-Orthopedics Fellows, APC-Primary Care Fellows, APC-Psychiatry
Fellows, Dermatology Residents, EMS Fellows, Emergency Medicine-Pediatric Fellows, Hand Surgery Fellows, Medical
Toxicology Fellows

Stop by the HealthPartners booth at Juneteenth event
HealthPartners/Regions Hospital will be at the Juneteenth
Event at Rondo Commemorative Plaza in Saint Paul.
This year the Rondo Center of Diverse Expression is
coordinating a celebration, including food trucks and select
vendors to provide educational opportunities. Volunteers
are also needed to help for a two-hour shift at the
HealthPartners/Regions Hospital booth. Click here to learn
more and sign up as volunteer.
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Upcoming MMCGME events and reminders
Sponsored program rotation protocol and attestation renewals are due by August 21, 2022. MMCGME Services will be
reaching out to program management teams to review resident and fellowship rotation protocols and to complete
new/updated attestations for the 2022-2023 academic year. Submit rotation protocol review/updates and signed
attestation by Program Directors to MMCGME Services no later than August 31st.
The 2022 MMCGME Coordinator Conference will be held on Friday, September 9, 2022. The conference aims to
foster a sense of community through education and collaboration and will include speakers on wellness, professional
development, diversity and much more. There will also be a presentation from the ACGME and opportunities to
network with other medical education professionals. Conference Registration is now open.
Register here: 2022 MMCGME Coordinator Conference

OHPE Announcements
OHPE and medical education leaders kick off new leadership development series
Leaders in medical education across HealthPartners, along with colleagues from the VA and HCMC, came together
on April 29 for the first cohort in a series of half-day events to kick-off the newly established leadership development
series: Leadership in Medical Education (LIME).
This community building event created robust discussions and relationships to share best practices in strengthening
team culture and creating a shared program vision through effective leadership. A list of challenges and effective hacks
on these topics were harvested for distribution.
Plans are underway for at least 2 more sessions in 2022, in September and December. Jen Augustson and Felix Ankel
are co-leaders of LIME. To get involved or if you have questions, contact felicia.g.jones@healthpartners.com.
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Transitions in Medical Education Toolkits
Due to the disruption in medical education caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the ACGME released a toolkit last
year for assisting trainees with the transition to residency. This toolkit has been updated for 2022 and is now available
on the ACGME’s website. Additionally, new toolkits were added to aid in the transition to fellowship as well as the
transition to clinical practice.
For more information or to view the toolkits, visit https://www.acgme.org/covid-19/transition-to-residency/

HealthPartners Institute Annual Highlights report available
2021 Annual Highlights report showcases our research and education work in the past year. It touches on areas such
as clinical simulation, COVID-19 vaccine research, making trials more equitable, advanced practice clinician
programs, and the connection between heart disease and mental health.
The Institute Fact Sheet has also been refreshed and is available on myPartner.

Monthly case conference: May conference now available on myPartner
The case presentation last month was a 61-year-old man presenting to urgent care clinic with a rash, presented
by Katherine Brick, MD; Nila Sundharam, MD; Tarrek Hegab, MD; and Meredith Wold, PA-C. Watch recording of the
conference here.
Monthly Clinician Case Conference is a continued effort to provide educational collaboration and is co-lead
by Tarrek Hegab, MD (Hospital Medicine) and Meredith Wold, PA-C (Institute.) The conference is designed for
HealthPartners clinicians and interesting cases from our care group are discussed in a case-based format.
Conferences are scheduled for the last Thursday of each month at 7 am. To receive future conference invites,
contact monica.m.hoeppner@healthpartners.com.

People Updates
Orthopedic APC Fellowship program welcomes first fellow
Alex Pierce, PA-C, 2022-2023 Orthopedics Fellow
Undergrad: University of Minnesota | Grad: St. Catherine University
After graduating from the University of Minnesota, I worked as a nursing assistant
on an orthopedic/spine surgery unit. The PAs I worked alongside not only had a
wealth of knowledge and disciplined technical skills, but also strong relationships
with their teammates and patients. It was this experience that led me to pursue
a Master of Physician Assistant Studies from St. Catherine University, from which
I graduated in 2022.
Alex Pierce, PA-C
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I am excited and honored to have been chosen as the first Orthopedic APC Fellow.
My passion for orthopedic medicine has multiplied the more I learn and grow as a
healthcare provider in the field.

HealthPartners Clinical Simulation adds a dedicated Valley Simulation Education Specialist
Don Brock, BSN, RN, will be a dedicated 0.6 simulation education specialist for the
HealthPartners Valley Hospitals (Lakeview, Hudson, Westfield’s and Amery). The
addition of Don to HealthPartners Clinical simulation team aligns with the Valley’s
strategic vision expanding simulation services to our clinicians in rural healthcare
delivery settings. Don will work closely with Valley site educators, leaders and
clinicians to align our HealthPartners simulation mission, vision, assets and
expertise.
Don will continue to serve as the Westfield’s hospital clinical nursing educator.He
has decades of experience as a flight paramedic, nursing educator, leader, and staff
nurse in both the United States Airforce and private sectors. He received his
associates degree in nursing from the College of St. Catherine, bachelor’s degree
in nursing from the University of Wisconsin, Green Bay, and is currently enrolled in
a master’s of science in nursing degree though the University of Wisconsin, Green
Bay.

Program Updates
Hennepin-Regions Psychiatry program leadership transition
Dr. Scott Oakman has transitioned to the role of Associate Program Director of the Hennepin-Regions Psychiatry
program after leading the program for nearly 10 years as Program Director. Dr. Stamatis Zeris from Hennepin Health
has transitioned to the role of new Program Director.

TRIA Sports Medicine & Shoulder Fellowship program welcomes class of 2024

4

Connect with us
Visit the Institute website, to learn more about Health Professional Education at HealthPartners:
https://www.healthpartners.com/institute/education/ohpe/
If you have a story you would like to contribute the monthly OHPE Update, email submissions to:
Pratakshya.x.Bhandari@healthpartners.com
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