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Full Program Name: Doctor of Nursing Practice, Family Nurse 
Practitioner program at the University of Minnesota

Brief Background: I received my BSN from the University 
of Minnesota in 2016 and began my career as a critical care RN at 
Methodist Hospital where I focused on the care of patients with 
cardiovascular conditions. I've had experience on both the inpatient 
telemetry and advanced care units at Methodist and love the team 
of clinicians, nurses, and other colleagues that I am lucky enough 
to work with!

Why You are Pursuing Your Advanced Degree: Throughout my 
nursing career I've admired the strong and trusting relationships 
clinicians build with their patients. I recognize the importance that 
patient counseling and shared decision-making make in the overall 
health and wellbeing of patients, and I have a strong desire to be a 
part of these conversations as an APRN.

Marie Colangelo  

Full Program Name: St. Catherine University Master of Physician 
Assistant Studies (MPAS)

Brief Background: I received my B.A. from the University 
of Minnesota in Biology, Society, and Environment (BSE) with a 
minor in Spanish. After graduating in 2016, I spent the next few years 
gaining clinical experience as a medical scribe in the emergency 
department and working as a CNA. I always gravitated toward the 
medical field but didn’t exactly know which path to take. I spent 
time deciding on this path during these gap years prior to PA school 
as I continued to acquire more clinical experience.

Why You are Pursuing Your Advanced Degree: My first exposure to 
a physician assistant was during my first week as a medical scribe in 
the ED. I wasn’t too familiar with the profession at the time, but the 
more I worked with PAs and asked questions, the more my a�nity 
grew. I was attracted to the work-life balance and the ability to 
change specialties, which fits my various interests in the medical 
world. I am thrilled to join a profession that values collaboration, 
community, and quality healthcare.

Salma Hashim 

HealthPartners is committed to establishing a best-in-class clinical education 
environment for physician assistant and nurse practitioner students. Learn more about the 
students involved in our Advanced Practice Education eXperience (APEX) cohort below.
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